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September 2016

TSD Athletics:
All varsity schedules and scores are on the TSD website.

Students Home 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Students Return 6, 11, 18, 25
Labor Day September 5
October 2016
Students Home 7, 13, 28
Students Return 2, 9, 23, 30
Homecoming October 1
Fall Break October 17-21
Local and Statewide Parent and Family events listed on page 3.

PRESCHOOL
Did you know that preschool sets the stage for a
lifetime of success?
Preschool doesn’t only prepare children for kindergarten.
Studies show that preschool teaches lifelong skills.
In one study, scientists compared children who attended
preschool to children who didn’t. The preschool group
grew up to have less sickness and trouble with the law—
and better finances and employment!
What makes preschool so special? It builds abilities that
are easier to learn at a young age, such as:
 How to share. Adults have to share with family, coworkers, neighbors and others. In preschool, students are
taught the Golden Rule: “Treat others the way you want
to be treated.”
 How to disagree politely. It’s healthy—and helpful—
to have different views. It’s not okay to express them in
destructive ways. Preschool helps young children learn
the basics, including how to use polite words instead of
aggressive actions.
How to make up. Everyone makes mistakes. Preschoolers
practice apologizing and forgiving. With assistance from
teachers, they also learn from their mistakes and improve
themselves.
Reprinted with permission from the March 2016 issue of Parents make the
difference!® (Early Childhood Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2016 The
Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: A. Blumberg, “Preschool:
The Best Job-Training Program,” NPR, niswc.com/ec_preschool.

You can sign up for text alerts with all scores and news by
texting @tsda to 81010.
We will continue live streaming our home games at: http://
thecube.com/cube/tsdvikings! Be sure to tune in and support
the teams!

KINDERGARTEN
Improve your kindergartner’s reading skills
Kindergarten has been underway for months and you may be
wondering, “When will my child learn to read?” Many kindergartners read simple books by the end of the year. But every
child is different, and that’s OK!
No matter what stage of reading your kindergartner is in, it’s
important for you to:
 Use new words in ways that show what they mean. “Clifford
is the biggest dog I’ve ever seen! He’s gigantic!” This builds
your child’s vocabulary. The more she hears new words, the
more likely she is to recognize them when she reads.
 Read a variety of materials. Eventually your child will read
all kinds of things, such as poems, instructions, biographies and
more. If you’ve exposed her to many printed materials, she’ll be
more comfortable with them.
 Encourage participation. Many kids memorize their favorite
books. When you’re reading aloud, let your child chime in and
“read,” too. If she can’t figure out a word, let her give it a good
try before sounding it out together.
Play with letters. Practice making words out of letters, such as
child-safe refrigerator magnets. You can also cut letters out of
paper and arrange them into words together.
Reprinted with permission from the March 2016 issue of Parents make the difference!
® (Early Childhood Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2016 The Parent Institute®, a
division of NIS, Inc. Source: “Kindergartner Language Development Milestones: Discovering the Written Word,” PBS Parents, niswc.com/ec_read

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Transform a reluctant reader with a trip to your
local library
Experts believe all kids can enjoy reading. It’s just a matter
of finding the right materials. Before your next library visit,
think about these five things:
1. Your child’s hobbies. She might find an irresistible book
about soccer, video games or cooking. Ask the librarian for
suggestions.
2. Different genres. Perhaps your child would like to read a
mystery, a how-to book or a biography. Consider everything!
3. Company. Kids who “don’t like” to read often take pride
in reading to others. Bring along a younger sibling, a grandparent, or a favorite stuffed animal.
4. Alternatives to books. Your child might prefer shorter
materials, such as articles, comics or recipes. All of these
count as reading!
Activities. See if your local library hosts read-aloud times,
or has reading-related computer games for kids

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Tips for getting your child to read more!
You already know you can’t force your child to read. So
focus your efforts on making sure she has time to read and
finds reading worth her while, at least for a few minutes
each day.
To motivate your child:
 Let her stay up a bit later to read. (No more than about
15 minutes on school nights—she needs her sleep!)
 Ask her to read to another person. This gets your child
reading and allows her to do something nice for someone
else, all in one. Reading to a younger sibling is an obvious
choice. But an older relative would love to have your child
read to him, too.
 Encourage her to read in her own way. Your child does
not have to finish every book she starts. Let her know that
she can put a book down if she doesn’t like it. Or she can
read a series out of order if she wants. Reading is a form of
freedom!

Reprinted with permission from the March 2016 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2016 The Parent
Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc.

MIDDLE SCHOOL Con’t


Don’t criticize what she reads. Unless the material is
harmful or inappropriate, try not to worry too much about
what your middle schooler reads. You may think teen
magazines are “junk,” but reading them is better than reading nothing.
Suggest that she offer her opinion. Middle schoolers like to
think they can influence others. By writing a book review,
your child might be able to do just that!
Reprinted with permission from the March 2016 issue of Parents Still make the
difference!® (Middle School Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2016 The Parent
Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc.

“Unity is strength...when there is teamwork
and collaboration, wonderful things can be
achieved.”
---Mattie Stepanek

HIGH SCHOOL
Encourage your teen to take effective notes while
reading
Taking notes while reading is one of the secrets to success in high school. But students don’t always know how
to take good notes.
When your teen is reading an assignment, encourage her
to:
 Read at least one paragraph or section before writing
anything down. Then she should decide what’s important,
put it in her own words and then read the next paragraph
or section.
 Take notes from memory. The goal isn’t to memorize
everything in the book. It’s to understand what she’s
read.
 Translate diagrams, graphs, tables or charts into
words. Often, these visual aids include important information.
Develop shortcuts and write them in the margins. RW =
Revolutionary War.
Reprinted with permission from the March 2016 issue of Parents Still make the
difference!® (High School Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2016 The Parent
Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc.

If you have questions or need information about Parent Meetings, email: pwagner1@tsd.k12.tn.us

PARENT and FAMILY EVENTS
East TN
September 1 - Chattanooga group Happy Hands at
West TN
the Mall meets every Thursday 4:30pm-7:30pm at
September 9 - Memphis Silent Dinner 6:00pm
the Hamilton Place Mall in the Food Court.
McAlister's Deli 580 S Mendenhall Rd. 38117
September 8
October 13- Knoxville TSD Campus 6:00pm
2725 Island Home Blvd, 37920
Contact: pwagner1@tsd.k12.tn.us
2nd Thursday of the month Sept - January

September 23 - Memphis MOSD Parent Mtg
IEP information 8:30am

September 10 - Chattanooga 10am-2pm
The RiverPark Playground 4301 Amnicola Hwy
37402 Contact: Brandi Groce
brandi@tnhandsandvoices.org
423-240-5753
September 13 - Oct 11
Parent Sign Language Class - Knoxville
Registration required
Call - 865-579-2507
Email: pwagner1@tsd.k12.tn.us if interested.

October 7 - Jackson/WTSD
10:00am-12:00pm

October 16 - Knoxville
The Cove at Concord Park
Ice Cream Social 2pm-4pm
11808 S. Northshore Drive
Directions: Take I-40 west to Pellissippi Parkway I-140 E,
exit 376, towards Maryville. Travel 3.8 miles and take the
Westland Dr exit #3 heading west. Turn right onto Northshore
Drive and there will be several park entrances on both sides
of the road.

Middle TN
September 8 & 22 Nashville 10am - 10:45am
For babies and toddler birth - 3 and caregivers
The Commons, Main Library 615 Church Street
September 17 - Nashville TN H&V/Bridges
Family Event 10:00am-2:00pm. RSVP Required
Bridges& Library Services for the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing 615 Church St., Nashville
Contact: DHOH@nashville.gov
October 24-25 - Nashville
TN Deaf/Blind Conference
Registration:$50.00 Lunch will be on your own.
Families/Professionals required registration. No exceptions.
Families with a child on the TNDB Census are free. A limited number of hotel rooms are available at no cost to
families. Please make sure you are registered before the
event
Contact: Danna Conn 615-936-0262

If you have questions or need information about
Parent Meetings, email: pwagner1@tsd.k12.tn.us

October 6 - Memphis Colonial Speech and Hearing
Center Parent meeting. 5:30PM
4774 Sea Isle Rd. Memphis, TN 38117

PARENT RESOURCES
Online Sign Resources
Video - 100 First Signs
http://www.lifeprint.com/asl101/pages-layout/
concepts.htm
http://www.handspeak.com/word/
Check out the Visual Language and Visual Learning
Online Parent Toolkit Website and other great resources. http://vl2parentspackage.org/
TNHands & Voices support group meetings are occurring across the state. Interested in more information? http://tnhandsandvoices.org/
Talk with a parent consultant
West TN - Jenny Williams
Jenny@tnhandsandvoices.org
Middle TN - Tonya Bowman
Tonya@tnhandsandvoices.org
Parent Guide By Your Side Position Announcements: Chattanooga and Jackson/Dyersburg TN.
Minimum qualifications: The applicant must be a parent of
a child who is deaf, hard of hearing, deaf-blind or deaf with
additional disabilities who will undergo specialized training
to provide support to families with children who are deaf or
hard of hearing; must have working knowledge through
training and/or experience of health care and related service
systems for children with hearing loss; strong interpersonal
and presentation skills; must be a member of Tennessee
Hands & Voices or be willing to join.
Please contact Melanie Bacon at the email - website below

Email: coalition@tndisability.org
Website: http://www.tndisability.org/

